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MICHtGAr-' DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 'SOURCES

1990

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Stephen K Schuesltr and Kathleen
Assistant Attorneys fienara!Environmental Protection DivisionDepartment, cf Attorney General
WilHam Creal and ChrisGreat Lakes and Environmental Assessment SectionSurface Water Quality Division
HM Holdings Co. /Allied Paper, Inc. - Inwrfm Remedial ActionInvolving Diversion of Portage Creek

1.

This memorandum addresses the ;ssues raised in Mr. Dettltt's Deceft-er1989 letter to you and during our December 6, 1983 meeting with AH'*

we woula l ike to clarify an apparent misunderstanding of ourNovember 21 » 1989 memorandum to you which was forwarded to Mr.DeWitt. We recognize that some type of diversion will likely benecessary as part of total rauetiiation of the site. In thememorandum, we recommended that AIT led abandon the current aoproach
being taken for diversion, specifically that of a more pewanentdiversion through the mill pond sludges or the Denk. We continue torecommend that, In light of problems encountered during fieldstudies, Allied evaluate other options for diversion, such as thetemporary cofferdam/pump system described in All ied's September.1963 report entitled Description of Removal Work Details Assurod forPurposes of Preparing Preliminary Cost Estimates.
Task .1 - Phase I HydnogeoloftKt Investigations

! rtydro<jeo results were to be submitted by November 15 » 1989pursuant to All ied's Addendum to the Work Plan for Stream DiversionDesign Studies, During a November 15, 1989 telephone conversation,Greg Peterson Indicated that only part of the Phase I Hydrogeo resultswere a va liable, We indicated that it would be acceptable 1f GregWdHi.>d and veHfc^compJete data package on November 17, pursuant tohis request, ^ncociplete Phase I results were rot received untilDecember i. When f.he remaining results are submitted, Including a
forjconltorinq welland -test >"fc£ult$» Department staff will review and recommendact iv it ies .

cf the l.*ck of l e iv iew tin? we have experienced in t.V past,
WE would appreciat.- the s,u^ittAl of preHmin4r>' res'jlts whenever



poss ib le to a i i ow us. mor«? n?view tin*?. Specifically! Al l ied sbouK'
submit the logs fcr soi" borings taken a'long the westupstream of monitoring well 11? *c, soon a$ possible.
in our November 21, 1969 coflroents OR Allied's Addendum to the WorkFlan for Str«arc Diversion Design Studies, we requested that Alliedsubmit a plan indicating what steps will be haken to determine thesourcs-s and enent of contarai nation in elation to the seep
encountered during the test pft field studies. Allied has indicatedthat they doubt that these findings will restrict diversion. We"expect the conceptual plan to indicate how this, as well a> theolhf,-r oroundwater contamination problems, will be addressed an fars construction issues ^.nd long-term effect en ths new chann^?. Inaddition, the need for )on««t«nr» reff^cJlation of these groundwat^rcontacii/jation orcblems v»in eventua^y have to be addressed,

t/uring our meeting, Mr. D^Kitt reotit-ited that wi» tflArify our flow* for channel design ^nd dam design/iriodificetion and thatprovide infonMr.ion s:^ the status of Department activities on the&t.'a.m3zoo ^'iver. The latter was provided to Mr. OeWitt during themeting i^! the forw of A March* 1939 KaJafaazoo River AreA of Concernistatt/s Report, and an October i'6, 1989 Kalaroazco Siv*r PCB updatefrom G i l l Creal to Deputy Director Del Rector.
Pursuant to Mr. iieWitt's r«ot;estr we have d1f<*.ussed flow require-ments with Sruce Menerey and Jim H^yes of land and Watev- ^ana-^CffientOf vis ion fU'MD). The Ho^ requirewnf for channel design remainsunchanged ^nd is the 10C year Hood flow with five feet of freeboard,This criterion is based on the !S/fl ?A 641, Solid Waste Management
Act, as a?»x*nd(?d. The 10C year flooa fl?w which should be ussd is4EO cfs based on thfe ^ove-afcer » 1934 Dood Insurance Study, City or"Kalamazoo County published fcy the Federa?Agency.
At the /»ieet;ngs rt wa$ indicated that the dam wcwld b«? required to
pass the 500 year flood ever.i'. Based on the followup discussions,i"" determined that the appropriate flow requirement for the

200 year flood fow p'u? ",5 feet of freeboard. This isfety Act c"d th* fact thst the Alcotta high h^?.ard potential dam. Sin-e theinsurance S- .u .. oid not report the /Or e^.r flood fl?w.
current

. . ."-'.. :lated by LWMC (Mydrologic .-'tjdies iT - : t ) to be 640 cf$.
A/. Ld'.r.sd copy of the art^r-dance from nur 6.
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